
OLVER ANNOUNCES FUNDING FOR BROWNFIELDS CLEAN-UP IN FITCHBURG AND GARDNER

  
         WASHINGTON – Today Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA) announced that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has awarded the cities of Fitchburg and Gardner each a $200,000 grant. The funding, awarded through the EPA's Brownfields Assessment Demonstration Pilot program, will be used to evaluate brownfield sites and test cleanup and redevelopment models. A brownfield is abandoned real estate that has been contaminated by industrial use, but that has potential for redevelopment or reuse.

         "This funding is a boost to our efforts to revitalize both the cities of Fitchburg and Gardner. The need for brownfields redevelopment is nowhere more important than in the older industrialized communities of the Northeast like these," Olver said. 

         The Fitchburg Redevelopment Authority will use its $200,000 grant to conduct comprehensive environmental assessments on sites throughout the city that are considered great opportunities for redevelopment. The ultimate goal of the initiative is to reclaim this valuable land for new businesses, homes and for use by the community at large. The Redevelopment Authority is looking to focus on nine or 10 brownfield sites in the city, including several in the downtown urban redevelopment area.  

         The City of Gardner will use its $200,000 grant to determine and implement a local strategy that will increase the assessment and remediation of brownfields properties. Through this strategy the city will reach out to and educate local property owners, thereby expanding participation in the program and increasing the number of brownfields properties returned to active use.

         "Bit by bit, we are moving toward a stronger, more vibrant economy in central Massachusetts," Olver added. "These federal funds will move us closer toward achieving our goals."

         Since 1995, the EPA has funded 36 brownfield assessment pilot programs in Massachusetts. The EPA's Brownfields Economic Redevelopment Initiative is designed to empower states, communities and other stakeholders in economic redevelopment to work together in a timely manner to prevent, assess, safely clean up and sustainably reuse brownfields. These pilot programs are intended to provide the EPA, states, tribes, municipalities and communities with useful information and strategies as they continue to seek new methods to promote a unified approach to site assessment, environmental cleanup and redevelopment.
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